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Thank-you Mr President.

The issues covered by the Follow Up to the Programme of Action of the

International Conference on Population and Development are central to

global efforts to achieve a peaceful, stable and prosperous world, and are at

the core of our human experience.

Mr President, while there has been some good progress in implementing the

ICPD Programme of Action, it is an outrage that on the 20th anniversary of

ICPD we are still struggling to ensure fundamental human rights for women

and girls; to protect women and girls from discrimination and violence in all

its forms, and to prevent early marriage and early pregnancy.








